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Annual Report 2020

What a year ! Like everyone else NPP has been affected by the terrible appearance of the COVID19 

virus onto the world scene. Inevitably this has required NPP to explore new methods of showing our exhibitions, as our usual spaces have been closed due to local lock-downs.We think we have managed to maintain our service to Palestinian photographers, however, and indeed in some respects to improve this service.

Firstly, the pandemic forced us to look at alternative ways of showing our exhibitions. We finally woke up to the fact that on-line exhibitions can give us cheaper exhibitions (fewer overheads) and a wider  “reach”. Our partnership with the Kunstmatrix website has allowed us to move all our work online. Over the summer we exhibited four shows, which we were then able to send out to all our contacts (now numbering something in the order of 200), as well as selected groups such as Palestine Deep Dive (a new organisation in UK), the DPG (German Palestine Society), and ,of course, our local pro-Palestinian groups in Scotland. Another “first” this year was our entry into the on-line world in the USA, when we exhibited شهيد MARTYR , Aiyah Sibay's thought-provoking visual essay on the concept of martyrdom on the Social Documentary Network website there. We also posted our first exhibition of the year “Humans of Palestine” on the SDN site.(See Appendix for further information)

That said, there are downsides to an online presence. It was always good to see old friends and supporters at our “live” shows. There is no real substitute for personal contact when discussing developments in Palestine. 

One of the most gratifying aspects of 2020 has been the extension of our work in Palestine, largely due to the tireless enthusiasm of our new Board member Mohamad Zwahre. Thanks to him our exhibition of Palestinian wall art was actually displayed on the Apartheid Wall itself in Bethlehem.

In addition, Mohamad ventured deep into the Jordan Valley, a journey that was not without danger at a time that Netanyahu was threatening to annex the Valley. This resulted in Mohamad's one-man exhibition “In the Jordan Valley” , which can also be seen on-line at our Kunstmatrix location. Mohamad has also been instrumental in submitting a very ambitious grant application to the British Council,but sadly we have just heard that this was not successful. This would have involved funding an exchange scholarship scheme between Palestine and the UK for both British and Palestinian photographers. We will be discussing whether elements of this scheme can be adapted to a more scaled-down project over the coming year.

Another major achievement in 2020 was the publication of our book “Home Away from Home”. Inspired by the work of the same name by Najib Joe Hakim, a Lebanese-born Palestinian, this brought together two other prominent NPP members, Ursula Mindermann (Germany) and Craig Maclean (Scotland) in a highly productive international collaboration. Craig had already shown his work “Displaced” in Edinburgh, whilst Najib had already exhibited his work in the San Francisco Bay area. It only needed Ursula to submit her stunning portraits and montages of Palestinians living in Germany to complete the trio. The book highlights the diversity of experiences of Palestinians living in the three countries, as well as the complex ties still keeping them attached to the home country. In some respects our book is still work in progress. We are currently considering extending it further.

Some of you may be wondering about our friend Mahmoud Al Kurd, who will be completing his Fulbright Scholarship in Rochester, New York in the summer of this year. You will recall that we were planning to host Mahmoud on a tour of Scotland in 2019, but that this had to be postponed due to the whimsical decision of the authorities in Amman to refuse him an entry visa to commence his flight to Scotland. Since then Mahmoud has been “locked -down” in the US completing his Masters degree. Whilst things are very much in the air as far as Mahmoud's future is concerned he has confirmed that he wishes to visit us here at some time in the future – so watch this space !

There have been some changes to our Board of Trustees over the past year. Najib Joe Hakim has been co-opted and his appointment will hopefully be confirmed at the forthcoming AGM. This extends our international reach and  existing Board Members would like to thank Najib  for the depth of experience and commitment that he has brought to the our proceedings over the year, not least in the work he put in to  produce our book.In addition John Badenhorst will be standing as Co-Chairman. Our good friend, Mahmoud Zwahre has had to stand down due to his many commitments in Palestine.

Our final thanks go to you, our supporters. You are the backbone of our organisation. Without you we could not have expanded our work so much in the past year. We will be bringing you two new exhibitions in the very near future. “The Women of Palestine” will feature photographs taken by Palestinian women only. “Pandemic under Apartheid” will show the ongoing effects of the COVID pandemic in Palestine. These should be on-line by the end of February.

So many thanks, once again for you continuing support. We hope you will enjoy our 2021 programme as much as we have enjoyed presenting our work to you in 2020.

Rafat Abushaban
(Chairman)
Phil Chetwynd
(Secretary)
Appendix 

Here are the links to our major works this year:

https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/1431284/humans-of-palestine
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/1337711/home-away-from-home
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/1421818/شهيد-martyr
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/2875707/the-art-of-the-wall
https://socialdocumentary.net/exhibit/Network_of_Photographers_for_Palestine/5394
Our book “Home Away from Home” can be obtained from:

https://www.magcloud.com/browse/issue/1898533
and from Board Members on application to sec@nppalestine.org
